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Wild Breeding S$ock is Too Low to Justify 
Risking Any Part of It, Says 

Biological Survey 
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Because of t:le present necessity for conserving 

the. breeding stock of wild ducks and geese, t17.e Federal Government will no longer 

issue permits to take waterfowl or their eggs for propagation, the Bureau of Biolcg- 
_- , 

ical Survey announced today, Exceptions will be made only $&?n t,Ye work is to be 

undertaken by State game conservat:ion authorities, or, in rare inst=ences, when 

experienced. commercia,l breeders requ;re replenis‘ment of wild stock. 

T?e breeding stock of iqild birds, says tY.?e Bureau, is much too low at this 

time to justify risking any portion of it in t’~e ‘lands of inexperienced Toersons, 

however wort’ly tYeir intentions may be. Comzlercial game farms, moreover, are now 

able to furnis? ample stocks of waterfowl .bred from pure wild strains. 

!??le Bureau points out t:qat t:-e semi-domestic;;tod birds w!?.ich can be obtained 

from commercial propagators are already somevc:at accustomed to artificial conditions 

Inexperioncod game breeders planning to rczise ducks for decoy purposes or to re- 

stock private sl-Looting preserves, it advises, will t.!erofore have muc’l better 

results and fewer loss&s wit:? birds from zame farms t?an wit71 breeding stock ob- 

tained directly from t’:e mild. 
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"T'le Biological Survey," says the statement, Itis anxious to aid in tlze brccd- 

ing of aatcrfoml, but the contribution to t':c aild migratory population from bird.s 

yroduccd under artificial co;lditio,ns by incxpcricnccd ;,ersons is at best inconsid- 

erable. Investigators find t'-at in most cases lJ:cre suc?~ attempts have been made 

the wild birds trzppcd for breeding stock are lost from one cause or another, and 

even w?.en roaring is successful and young birds arc produced, bird-banding tests 

sl?on that they seldom join their wild kin. Ornit?.ologists of t?e Survey kavc there- 

foro reac&d t5c conclusion <hat t?erc is no possibility that wild fowl can be re- 

stored to -?n,y rclativo nbundnncc by artificial propagation alone. 

llTlie national natcrfowl restoration program begun by the Biological Survey in 

1934 seems 3t present to offcr t%e method vUc'1 promises most success. This progrcLn1 

is based on t?e known fact that the increase of waterfovJ1 is tremendous nher.cvcr 

naturnl conditions art: favorable. It provides for saving adequate breeding stocks 

of nild fov;l by suitable regulatory nction 2nd for gradually restoring these birds 

by improving conditions .ond by promoting natural :oroduc.tion on the horedit,zry nest- 

ing grounds. 

ll~he restor~btion -orogrom includes t?lo oro~osal to rcclnim for wildlife sevor- 

al million acres of land formerly made up of slou&, shallow l,akcs, nnd mars:?es, 

and used for ccnturics by ducks and gccsc 3s :L gigantic l7atcrfonl incubator 2nd 

nursery. Most of tl-3s arm 'KG since been ruined for such purposes by drought or 

dr,ainogc <.lnd v?at is left of it has only Rbout 70 percent of its originnl population 

of birds. Since t!lc national progrzn 7;~~s in..-ugg>tod in June of last year, almost 

7OO;OOO acres of sue!? l.and 1~vc been acquired or are under commitment. 

YWery means will be used to mCakc such areas into idenl nesting and rearing 

places by re-ostcblisiing the origin?,1 nztcr levels, encouraging gro:-itln of naturcl 

,vegctntion for food and cover, and by giving extra,protection to eggs and YOU% 

birds against natural enemies," 


